




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: ZACHARIAH’S SONG: THE MYSTERY AND MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS
SERMON TEXT: Luke 1:67-80
SERMON THESIS: “The coming of Christ brings redemption to God’s people in the fullest and ultimate sense.”
INTRODUCTION: The mystery and miracle of Christmas has everything to do with the unveiling of God’s redemptive plan in the coming of Jesus, God’s Son, and our Savior, into a fallen world.  The miracle was the virgin birth, revealed in the miraculous conception, and the mystery surrounding the birth is no longer a mystery.  The mystery has been revealed.  It was the Apostle Paul who wrote...

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:7-12).
Note the phrase, “He made known to us the mystery of His will.”  Thus the question, What is God’s all encompassing will that He has made known to us?  The answer is, “...that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have eternal life”(John 3:16).  

Zachariah’s Song, better known as the “Benedictus,” found in Luke 1:67-80, reveals the mystery and miracle of Jesus, as seen through his eyes.  While this passage of Scripture is about his son, John, the forerunner of the Christ, in the words of one writer, he “ ...focused on Jesus as the promised redeemer as much as on his own son John.”  
Through an exposition of this passage, we will see how the coming of Christ brought redemption, in the words of one writer, “...to God’s people in the fullest and ultimate sense,” by looking at the following words...

The first word we will consider is...

I.  REDEMPTION - Redemption is one of the most beautiful and meaningful words found in all of Scripture. Zachariah was focusing on redemption in his song, when he said ...


“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant– As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old– Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, and FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO HATE US” (Luke 1:68-71).

Note the phrase, “He has come and has redeemed His people” (v. 68).  In its immediate context “His people” refer to the people of Israel.  In its larger context, it means His people in the fullest and ultimate sense–you and me, and all the people of the world. The word for redemption here is the Greek word (lutrosis), and means “liberation,” or “setting free.”

Jesus quoting from the Prophet Isaiah, said...

“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,  TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD” (Luke 4:18-19).
Can we find a better example of God’s redemptive plan in all the Bible?  More than two thousand American soldiers have given their lives in Iraq to liberate an oppressed people and to keep America safe from terrorism.  Jesus gave His life on Calvary to liberate us and to set us free from sin. That is redemption! “Zachariah, indwelt by the Spirit of God,” wrote one writer, “testified in song to the mystery and miracle which occurred in his family.  He related God’s presence in his family affairs to His intervention to redeem Israel.  Personal revelation became an instrument of salvation for the nation and beyond.”  “And beyond” includes you and me.  

You and I can testify to the mystery and miracle which have occurred in our own lives and families as a result of the redemption that we have received.  “He has raised up a horn of salvation for us...” (v. 69).  “Horn” meaning “strength,” and “might.”  

Therefore, “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!”  Therefore, let the redeemed of the Lord sing, in the words of this great old hymn, “Redeemed–How I love to proclaim it.  Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.  Redeemed and so happy in Jesus.  Redeemed and forever I am.”

The second word we will consider is...

II.  RESCUE - Memories of hurricane Katrina, linger in my mind’s video as I recall persons trapped on housetops in New Orleans, waving on helicopters hoovering over their heads to rescue them.  These  lingering videos in my mind’s eye reminds me that God is still in the rescue business.  In the words of Zechariah, He has come, “ ...to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath He swore to our father Abraham, and to rescue us from the hand of our enemy ...”(vv. 72,73,74).  Zechariah spoke in hopes of rescue from the evil political systems of his day, but the idea of rescue goes far beyond this concept of rescue. For example, “God expresses salvation/rescue in many ways in individual lives,” according to one commentator on this passage.  

1.  God expresses salvation in deliverance.  Not only has he saved us and delivered us from sin, He delivers us from temptation, financial difficulties, maladies of the body, harm and danger, etc.  Oftentimes he delivers us from harm’s way even when we are not aware of His deliverance.

2.  God expresses salvation in refuge.  It was the Psalmist who said...

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble”(Psalm 46:1).
“It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man” (Psalm 118:8).
3.  God expresses salvation in rest.  In Matthew, we read these words...

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).
     4.  God expresses salvation in hope.  The Psalmist said...

“And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You” (Psalm 39:7).
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Peter 1:3).
5.  God expresses salvation in blessing.  The Prophet Ezekiel wrote...

“I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing and I will cause showers to come down in their season; they will be showers of blessing” (Ezekiel 34:26).
We sometimes sing, “There shall be showers of blessings.  This is the promise of love... there shall be seasons refreshing-sent from the Father above...”
“The basic expression of salvation,” wrote one writer, “brought through Jesus is forgiveness, the taking away of our load of guilt and giving us freedom to reach the potential God created in us.”  Speaking of rescue and being reminded of persons who were rescued from hurricane Katrina’s grip, I am reminded of my own rescue from sin, in the words of this old hymn, “From sinking sand, He lifted me...”  Then in Zachariah’s song... 
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on BEFORE THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS; To give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, to guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:76-79).
This is the mystery and miracle of Christmas, as seen through the eyes of Zechariah.  He has come to offer redemption, and to rescue us from our enemies, and, finally...

The last word to consider is ...

III.  RELEASE - He has come, sang Zechariah, “ ... to enable us to serve Him without fear”(v. 75).  This is what we might call spiritual release.  He has rescued us and released us to serve God.  It took a miracle to save us and we were not saved to sit.  We were saved to serve.  Each time God has rescued me, He has released me to serve Him.  Prior to becoming your pastor, God rescued me from a difficult situation.  Following a time of rest and recovery in the beautiful mountains of east Tennessee, He released me (us) again to serve Him in Valdosta, Georgia.  For eight years and five months, we have been privileged to serve our God here at Greenwood Baptist Church.

In Zachariah’s Song, the concluding verse states this about his son, John...

“And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel” (Luke 1:80).
When the time was right the Spirit of God released John, the forerunner of Christ, to begin his public ministry.  He was released from the desert to serve God in Israel.  “Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist,” wrote one writer, “connected the coming of Jesus Christ with the prophecies of Isaiah ...

“The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them” (Isaiah 9:2).
“Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit” (Isaiah 11:1).
This writer goes on to say, “Christ is the light of the world who delivers His people from the darkness of sin and evil.”  This, my friends, is the mystery and the miracle of Christmas revealed in Christ Jesus.

CONCLUSION: It was in God’s perfect timing, according to the Apostle Paul, that God sent His Son into this world on a mission of mercy...

“But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).
Have you experienced the mystery and miracle of Christmas?  You can.  The choice is yours!
