




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: PARTNERING WITH GOD: THE PATTERN REVEALED

SERMON TEXT: Philippians 1:3-6, and selected passages of Scripture from Genesis and Exodus
SERMON THESIS: Jesus is our pattern for partnering with God.
INTRODUCTION: Knowing and experiencing the will of God should be the desire of every believer.  Yet there are many would-be followers of Christ, who, for some reason, never adjust their lives to His, and, therefore,  never know and experience the joy and fulfillment of Christian service.  Needless to say, it is a sad commentary written across the pages of any believer who never discovers the will of God, to accomplish it.  You see, my friends, as a believer, we have been given the privilege to partner with God, in His revealed plan for our lives. The pattern for such a partnership has been revealed in both the Old Testament and in the New Testament, in the lives of Bible characters that I will show you in these messages.  The three characters that I will show you during this morning message are Noah, Abram, and Moses.  Then in the evening message, we will look at the disciples and Paul.  What I will attempt to show in each of these messages is that the pattern for us in our partnership with God, is no different today, and that Jesus is our pattern. Jesus, Himself, saw where the Father was working and joined Him, i.e., partnered with Him in that work. Therefore, let us consider the three biblical characters already identified, Noah, Abram, and Moses, noting the pattern of their partnership with God, as revealed in Scripture.  
First, there was...

I.  THE CALL - He came to them.  He came to each of these individuals with a specific call.

1.  He came to Noah.  God’s call to Noah came in Genesis 6...

“Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth” (Genesis 6:13).
2.  He came to Abram.  We read about Abram’s call in Genesis 12...

“Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land which I will show you” (Genesis 12:1).
3.  He came to Moses.  Now go with me to the book of Exodus...

“The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings” (Exodus 3:7).
Please note, the call is God’s doing.  He always takes the initiative.  The pattern, as seen in the lives of these three biblical characters, is no different for us today.  The only difference is, as we will see later, Jesus is our pattern.

Second, the call is followed by...

II.  THE COURSE - He revealed His planned activity to Noah, Abram, and Moses, and the course His planned activity would take in their lives.  Let’s observe...

1.  Noah.  God lays out the course for Noah to take in Genesis...

“Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch” (Genesis 6:13-14).
2.  Abram.  The same was true for him...  

“And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3).
3.  Moses.  Here we see the same pattern emerging...

“So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite” (Exodus 3:8).
God makes it clear to those who will partner with Him what the general course of their lives will take.  The specifics of the course will unfold as the journey progresses.  This is where trust comes in.  As in Proverbs, we trust Him, “to direct our paths” (Proverbs 3:6).

Third, they were confronted with...

III.  THE CONFLICT - They believed Him and adjusted their lives to Him.  It is in the adjustment of our lives to God’s will  in which the conflict lies.  This is what Blackaby, in his Experiencing God, describes as a crisis of belief.  Adjusting our lives to God’s will, most often, moves us out of our comfort zone.  This can create a conflict between our desire and God’s will for our lives.  Jonah is a case in point.  Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh.  Therefore, it  would be necessary for him to undergo  an attitude adjustment.  By the time God was through with him, he was more than willing to go.  Concerning Noah  and Abram, while the biblical record does not indicate any major conflict in the lives of these two servants–not so with Moses.  He had a difficult time, indeed, adjusting to God’s will for his life.  When it came time for Moses to go to Egypt, to deliver God’s people, following his burning bush experience, he began to question God.  Observe the following Scripture passages...

“Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?” Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?” Then Moses said to the LORD, “Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue” (Exodus 3:10-11; 13; 4:10).
It was in the final analysis that Moses said to God, “O LORD, please send someone else to do it” (Exodus 4:13).  Taking some liberty to paraphrase this statement of Moses, it may have gone something like this, “Here am I.  Send Aaron!”  Moses made some major adjustments early on in his confrontation with God.  Noah  and Abraham  lived to experience conflict in their journey along the way. Each servant, in time, adjusted their lives to God, in the accomplishment of His will.

Perhaps God has revealed His will to you, and like Moses, you are giving Him all the excuses why you cannot adjust your life to Him.  Perhaps, just perhaps, He is calling you to a task for which you feel totally incapable of doing.  You have a prized possession that you don’t want to let go of.  The list goes on and on.   Thus, we come to the bottom line.  We come to ...

IV.  THE COMMITMENT - They obeyed Him.   Eventually all three men obeyed Him.  Let’s observe what the Scripture reveals about each servant...

1.  Noah.  After receiving God’s instructions for the building of the ark, in Genesis 6:15-21, here was his response.  The Bible says, “Noah did everything as God commanded him”(Genesis 6:22).  Noah partnered with God in this mammoth project.  If we are to know and do God’s will, it always comes down to this–OBEDIENCE.  Have you come to the place in your sojourn with God, that you are willing to say, “Lord, I will do everything that you have commanded.”  While on mission to Antigua, West Indies, the islanders summed up God’s will in this little chorus.  They sang, “Yes! Lord, Yes! To Your will and to Your way. Yes! Lord, Yes! I will trust You and obey.  When the Spirit says to me, I will quickly agree–Yes! Lord, Yes!”  The writer of Hebrews records these words about Noah’s faith ...

“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith” (Hebrews 11:7).
2.  Abraham.  He, likewise, responded out of obedience and a life of commitment to God’s call upon his life.  The Scripture records these words about Abraham’s  response...

“So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan” (Genesis 12:4-5).
“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going” (Hebrews 11:8).
Abraham went out not knowing where he was going.  He was to leave and go to the land, according to Genesis 12:1, a land “I (God) will show you.”  Now that is commitment.  In our sojourn over the last thirty-two years of ministry, I have always known where I was going. What I did not know, however, was what I  would find when I  got there.  You may ask, “Is that blind faith?” or is it, “absolute trust in a loving God?”  I prefer to believe the latter.  I like the way Dr. Chuck Swindoll, put it in his latest book, titled: Fascinating Stories of Forgotten Lives.  He writes, “Faith is an action.”  He continues ... “That means His blessings almost always lie on the other side of obedience.”  I believe Scripture bears this out in the lives of the three biblical characters under discussion.  I like the way this old hymn states this same truth,  “Trust and obey ...”
3.  Moses.  After a long discourse with the God of his salvation, simply put, Moses went.  The Bible records it like this...

“Then Moses departed and returned to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Please, let me go, that I may return to my brethren who are in Egypt, and see if they are still alive.”And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” Now the LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead” (Exodus 4:18-19).
V.  THE CONFIRMATION - They experienced God doing His will through them.   Through Noah, God built the ark and delivered Noah and his family through the flood.  Through Abraham, God built a great nation.  Through Moses, God delivered His people from Egyptian slavery.  It was “by faith” according to the writer of Hebrews that each man experienced God doing His will through them.  This was their confirmation.  One writer said, “This activity of God that follows our obedience brings clear affirmation in our lives that we are doing His will.”  
CONCLUSION: Are you ready to partner with God in the discovery of His will for your life and one day experience the joy of the completed task like the biblical characters we have looked at this morning?  If so, you can.  The journey begins where you are.  For the unbeliever, the journey will begin for you when you trust Jesus for your salvation.  As Moses lead the Israelites from Egyptian bondage, Jesus will deliver you from the enslavement of sin.  The choice is yours!

