




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: PARTNERING WITH GOD: THE PATTERN REVEALED (Part II)
SERMON TEXT: Phillipians 1:3-6, and selected Scripture passages from the New Testament
SERMON THESIS: Jesus is our pattern for partnering with God.
INTRODUCTION: That which was true of Noah, Abram, and Moses, in their partnership with God, in knowing and doing His will, was none-the-less true of the disciples, and all those He  used to accomplish His will in the New Testament.  The same is true of His followers today.  God has reveled to us the pattern we should follow in doing His will. This pattern has been revealed in His Son,  Jesus.  In other words, Jesus is our pattern for knowing and doing God’s will.  Jesus, although the son of God, did not take His own initiative.  Rather, He responded to the activity of God.  This truth is revealed in John’s Gospel...

“But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.”
“For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel” (John 5:17, 20).

“Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves” (John 14:9-11).
Thus, the pattern for partnering with God emerges in these passages of Scripture.  God, the Father, took the initiative.  The Son, Jesus, observed where God was working and joined Him in that work.  In doing so, God’s will was accomplished through His Son.

It is no different for us today. Jesus is our pattern. We follow Him in discovering God’s will for our lives.  This is seen more clearly in the lives of the disciples, Paul, and others whom He used to accomplish His will in the New Testament.  Let’s observe...
I.  THE CALL - He came to them.  That is to say, Jesus came to where the would-be disciples were and called them to follow Him...

“As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed Him” (Mark 1:16-18).
“You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you” (John 15:16).
“Follow Me,” was the call.  Jesus “chose” and “called” the disciples to follow Him.  Jesus chooses ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary tasks.  He chose Noah, Abraham, and Moses.  He chose Peter, James, and John, and other disciples.  It is no different today.  He chose, and called, Billy Sunday, Billy Graham, and Benny Woods.  Jesus calls men and women to do the Father’s will, and He is the pattern.  He gives those whom He calls the pattern, as in John, to “bear fruit.”  God takes the initiative, and the Son gives us a pattern to follow.  “Follow Me,” He said, “and I will make you become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17).

God calls us to leave our comfort zone, “Take up our cross,” (not His), and follow Him.”  One writer said, “None of those could remain where they were and go with God at the same time.  Their lives could never again be ‘business as usual!’ To know what God was going to do and to be a part of His activity meant adjusting to change. Adjustment, however, made them available to God with a readiness to do His work, and accomplish His purpose through them.”  

Jesus came to Saul, of Tarsus, on the Damascus Road.  The account of His call is recorded in the Book of Acts...

“As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do” (Acts 9:3-6).
Have you heard God’s call? Are you available to Him?  What will your response be?

III.  THE COURSE - Jesus reveals His planned activity to His disciples.  That is say, He plotted their course.  The disciples would no longer fish for fish.  Now they would fish for men.  The course Jesus plotted for them would be that of learners. Over the next three years, following their call, they would have a hands on training course as they followed their Master Teacher in His ministry across the land.  For Paul, the course Jesus plotted for Him would take him on three missionary journeys.  He would write thirteen epistles, become a traveling preacher/teacher, a missionary to the Gentiles, and eventually lose his head in the service of His Master.  

Do you know the course that the Master has plotted for your life?  Are you on it?  Needless to say, the course He plots for us is an adventure in faith.  

III.  THE CONFLICT - They believed Him and adjusted their lives to Him.  To follow Jesus, for the fishermen, meant that they must leave their fishing business, and adjust their lives to the One they were to follow.  For Paul, he must  go from a persecutor to a preacher.  Needles to say, that would take some adjustment.  God’s call on my life meant leaving a secure position with the Tennessee Eastman Company as a lab analyst, a good retirement program, home and extended family.  Numerous times within my call to be a pastor, my family and I have had to adjust our lives to His time and time again.  Change, as I continue to learn, produces conflict.  However, before you feel sorry for me, yourself, or anyone else who has responded to the call of God, remember this...

“Then Peter said to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there be for us?” And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. "And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last; and the last, first” (Matthew 19:27-30).

It was the late missionary, Jim Elliot, who said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose” Note: Jim Elliot, and four other missionaries were speared to death by natives on a sandy Eucadorian Beach along the Coraray River.

In his new book titled, “Fascinating Stories of Forgotten Lives,” author Chuck Swindoll, writes, “Obedience usually requires us to sacrifice something we want in favor of what God desires. And when we obey, He delights to surprise us with a far greater blessing than the one we gave up.”
Believe me, or better still, believe God’s Word.  The conflict you face in doing God’s will is worth it!

IV.  THE COMMITMENT - The call is always followed by a decision.  A decision to commit our lives to Him, in the accomplishment of His will.  The call begs a response.  Let’s see how the disciples responded...

“Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. Going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets. Immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went away to follow Him” (Mark 1:18-20).

By the way, let it be known that these men were not “poor” fishermen.  As far as material blessings and a good business goes, they had a lot to give up.  Nevertheless, they obeyed Jesus.

Paul, likewise obeyed Jesus.  Hear his testimony given to King Agrippa, later in the Book of Acts...

“I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19).
In the words of one commentator, “Following the ‘adjustment to God,’ obedience to what God said next was crucial.  To obey, led to experiencing God at work through them, accomplishing His will just as He had revealed to them.  It is in the doing of His revealed will we know (experience) Him and His will unfolding through us...”
Concerning commitment, the Bible warns...

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.” (Matthew 7:21).

“If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself” (John 7:17).
“And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for the truth will make you free” (John 8:29-32).you will know the truth, and disciples of Mine; and If you continue in My word, then you are truly many came to believe in Him. So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” As He spoke these things, 
V.  THE CONFIRMATION - Speaking of confirmation and affirmation, one writer sums it up like this, “This activity that follows our obedience brings clear affirmation in our lives that we are doing God’s will.”  It is in retrospect of our obedience that we can know that we have, like Paul, and others, been obedient to the heavenly vision.

What is there in your life that gives you this affirmation?  

CONCLUSION: In conclusion, how can we confirm that God is speaking to us?  It is the Holy Spirit who is our infallible guide.  It is the Holy Spirit who speaks to us through the following:

1.  The Bible - 

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come” (John 16:13).
2.  Prayer - 

“In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but intercedes for the saints according to the will of God” (Romans 8:26-27).the mind of the Spirit is, because He He who searches the hearts knows what the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and 
3.  Circumstance - 

“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him” (Romans 8:14-17).heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, children of God, and if children, testifies with our spirit that we are Abba! Father!” The Spirit Himself 
4.  The Church - 

“But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7).
As one writer said, “When we obey Him, we experience Him working in us, around us, and through us.”  
