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SERMON TITLE: THE KING IS COMING: LOVE(S LAST APPEAL
SERMON TEXT: John 12:12-19
SERMON THESIS: The King continues to come to all who will receive Him.
INTRODUCTION: It is not unusual in our day of mass media productions, to see in the news great throngs of people gathered around some political candidate.  Needless to say, highly publicized personalities generate a lot of excitement wherever they go.  The more popular the personality the more excitement is generated.  

And so it was with Jesus.  By the time He entered Jerusalem, on His way to be crucified, His popularity had soared.  It is estimated that at the Passover Feast, 256,500 lambs would be slain (a minimum of 10 lambs per person), which meant that at least 2,700,000 people were present for the Passover Feast.  On this feast day, like many of the political candidates in our day, He was ignored by some, hated by others, but there were many who loved Him. On the part of Jesus, going into Jerusalem, in the words of one writer, (It was an act of the most superlative courage, for it was the defiance of all that man could do; and it was an act of the most superlative love, for it was love(s last appeal before the end.(
Having presented this brief introduction to the passage under consideration, John 12:12-19, let(s now consider what the King(s coming, i.e., the coming of the Messiah, meant to the people who assembled in Jerusalem, at the Passover, and what it means to us today.

First, the King(s coming was ...
I.  A FULFILLMENT OF PROPHESY - It was the prophet Zechariah who prophesied the coming of the King ...
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zech. 9:9).
The synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, recorded this triumphant event, as well as the passage under consideration in the gospel of John.  It was John, drawing from the prophet Zechariah, who wrote ...
“FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, SEATED ON A DONKEY'S COLT” (John 12:15).
In light of the prophetic message, we must ask, as did the people who gathered on the streets of Jerusalem, during the Passover Feast, (What does this mean?( For some it meant that ...
1.  His long awaited coming was not as they expected.  These were those who had unrealistic expectations of His coming.  They expected a king to come riding on a horse bent on war.  He did not come in that way.  A truth.  Unrealistic expectations ultimately set us up for disappointment.  Down through the ages, dates have been set for Jesus( return.  When He did not come on these dates, many were disappointed and their faith was shaken. A proper understanding of Scripture, and a proper interpretation of it, will help us avoid disappointment and strengthen our faith.

2. For yet others, His coming brought many questions concerning His identity.  They were asking, (Who is this( (Matthew 21:10).  Yet others were saying, (This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee(  (Matthew 21:11).  It is no different in this 21th Century. Many are still asking the same questions concerning Jesus( identity.  There was a documentary on television recently, titled: (In Search of The Historical Jesus?(  The ultimate question is not, as recorded in Matthew 16, (Who do people say that the Son of Man is?( (Matthew 16:13).  NO!  The ultimate question for you and me, concerning Jesus( identity is this, (But who do you say that I am?( (Matthew 16:15).  Peter responded correctly for himself and the other disciples present on that occasion, when he responded by saying,(Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God( (Matthew 16:16).
3. For many others, His coming to Jerusalem, brought fear.  John records these words...

“So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him” (John 12:19).
This was fear of the religious status-quo, on the part of the Pharisees, being disrupted.  Religious business as usual could not stand the test of Jesus( new order.  Imagine the fear that will accompany His second coming as belief systems will crumble in His wake.

4. To everyone, He brought salvation.  Some received it while others did not ...
Remember the prophecy of Zechariah?  (He is ... endowed with salvation( (Zech. 9:9).  

“He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him” (John 1:11).

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12). 

“This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him” (John 2:11).

“When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” (Matt. 21:1).

“The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9).
What does the King(s coming mean to us who are living now?  It means that Christ, as King, is continually coming to His people.

Second, the King(s coming ...
II. REVEALED THAT JESUS IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE.  Having been oblivious to ancient prophesy, simply ignoring it, and not connecting with the teachings of Jesus,  Himself, or for whatever reason, the King(s coming, and the method in which He came, was totally misunderstood.

“These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him” (John 12:16).
Of all people, the disciples should have understood why Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, but they did not.  In our society, a donkey does not have much respect.  Not so in the East.  In the East, a donkey was a noble animal.  When a king rode into a city bent on war, he came riding on a horse. When the king came riding a donkey, however, he was coming in peace.  As one commentator put it, (This whole action of Jesus is a sign that He was coming in peace; that He was the Prince of Peace.(  Jesus continues to come into a culture that has a total misunderstanding of who He is, and why He came.  Nevertheless, He continues to enter our God forsaken, God rejecting cities, bearing peace for all who will receive it.  He wept over Jerusalem.  I am sure that He still weeps over the cities today.  The city to which we are going in October, is a city of 7 million inhabitants.  Only 2% are Christian.  This city of polytheist beliefs (many gods) has simply misunderstood there is only one true God, and that the only way to heaven is through His Son.  He brought, and brings, to all who will believe, (Peace that passeth all understanding, as represented by His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, on a donkey.(
Do you know this Prince of Peace?

Third, the King(s coming was ...
III. A DISPLAY OF HIS ROYAL POWER - Not many days earlier, prior to His entry into Jerusalem, Jesus had performed a miracle in the raising of His friend, Lazarus, from the dead. Needless to say, that had elevated his popularity.  Thus, by the time He entered Jerusalem, on that triumphant day, He attracted huge crowds...

“So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him. For this reason also the people went and met Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him” (John 12:17-19).
Note the phrase, (that He had given miraculous signs( (v. 18).  A word needs to be said about miracles here, in retrospect of Jesus( raising of Lazarus from the dead.  First, a miracle is not an end in itself.  We must always look for the message in the miracle.  Second, (Miracles show Jesus is King and His kingdom will surely come.(  Third, (The word translated miracles (Greek - dunamis) means literally (powers or powerful works.(  This same word (dynamis( is the word used for (power( in Acts 1:8.  These (powers or powerful works, ( ... show Jesus( royal power.  His healings resulted in the praise of God.  God continues to show His kingdom power among His people.  One day every person will see Jesus as King.(  In the words of Paul, in his letter to the church at Philippi, he wrote...

“For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).
Fourth, concerning the word (dunamis( or power, there is an important message for us to see.  It has everything to do with our testimony.  Note verse 17, once again ...
“So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him” (John 12:17).
They ( ... continued to spread the word.(  Hear the words of this commentator on this passage, (Jesus( miracle works had great power to convince others and bring them to faith.  Testimony to Christ and His saving grace is powerful in any age and is a vital part of evangelism.  Such testimony disturbs those who oppose the Lord, as it did the Pharisees.  God still show His miraculous power to support His witnessing people.(  
Therefore, what should our response be to the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem? We should bear witness to others of His coming into our lives as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, our Ruler, Sovereign Lord, and Savior of our souls.  Unlike the disciple, who did not understand until after the Resurrection, why Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem on the Feast Day,  we have no excuse, because we know, as Paul Harvey says, (The rest of the story.(  
CONCLUSION: Therefore, go and tell.  Let(s make love(s final appeal to the lost as persuasive as possible.  

