




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH: WHO WILL PAY?
SERMON TEXT: 2 Peter 2:4-6

SERMON THESIS: Without Christ the sinner will pay.
INTRODUCTION: The late great pastor, Dr. R. G. Lee, pastor for many years of the well known Bellevue Baptist Church in Cordova, Tennessee, is well known for a sermon he preached from the Bellevue pulpit, titled: Pay Day Someday, based on I Kings 21.  As this sermon title suggests, everyone like Ahab, and his wicked wife, Jezebel, who sins and rebels against God, will one day reap their just punishment.  Does not the Bible say...

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life” (Galatians 6:7-8).
What can we surmise?  God is not mocked. Sin will be punished.  None can buy their way out.  This truth becomes very clear to us in our text.  First, we see...

I.  THE ANGELS PAID


Peter writes...

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment” (II Peter 2:4).
These were angels who rebelled against God, and entombed/imprisoned in Satan’s realm and were condemned to hell.  These were fallen angels, but Peter did not describe their sin.  Please note, hell was not the intended abode for human beings.  In the words of one commentator, “It was designed out of necessity for the devil and his associates.”

“When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:7-10).
You need to understand as well, “It is the place of confinement for sinning angels awaiting future judgment,” according to Jude...

“And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6).
It is interesting to note as well that, “hell” in II Peter 2:4, translates the Greek Tartarus, not Gehenna.  This commentator goes on to explain, “Tartarus appears only here in the New Testament. This term was used commonly in Greek thought to refer to the abode of the wicked dead. The place of this angelic imprisonment is one of gloomy, dense darkness.”  

Note the phrase that is written throughout this passage–“If not...”  “If God did not spare the angels when they sinned...” ...His created messengers/beings, will He spare those who sin and rebel against Him?

II.  THE OLD WORLD PAID


Peter goes on to state...

“...and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly” (II Peter 2:5).
“Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. The LORD said, ‘I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them’” (Genesis 6:5-7).
“Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you. And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female” (Genesis 6:17-24).
Note: “If He did not spare the ancient world...”(v. 5) ...Will he spare America from  judgment?  The answer is no!  The old world paid and so will any nation or individual who sins and rebels against a loving God.  Does not the Bible say...

“And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).
III.  SODOM AND GOMORRAH PAID


Peter continues...

“And if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter”(II Peter 2:6).
“

 HYPERLINK 


 HYPERLINK 
Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven, and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground” (Genesis 19:24-25).
The phrase is repeated–“If He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah...”  Will He spare New York, Atlanta, Sin City, etc.  The obvious answer is NO!  Ruth Graham, has been quoted to have said, “If God doesn’t soon judge America, He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.”  Apparently America has not yet reached the low estate as these two ancient cities, or He is tempering judgement with extended mercy.

IV.  ISRAEL PAID


Even God’s chosen people, Israel, paid ...

“You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either. Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off” (Romans 11:19-22).

If God did not spare his chosen people, will He spare those who continue to sin and rebel against Him?

V.  CHRIST PAID

Peter further shows that God is in the rescue business...

“And if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds)” (II Peter 2:7-8).
Now see verse nine... “If this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials...”(v. 9).  

Speaking of rescue, see I Peter 5:10...

“After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you”(I Peter 5:10).
God, Incarnate, left His throne in heaven on a mission of mercy to rescue the lost from their sin, so that they (you and I) would not have to pay the penalty for our sins.

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death” (Romans 8:2).
“And He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf” (II Cor. 5:15).
“So Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him”(Hebrews 9:28).
The colorful preacher, Rowland Hill, was once preaching to a crowd of people when the wealthy aristocrat, Lady Ann Erskine, drove up in her coach. Seeing her, Rev. Hill changed his sermon.

“I have something for sale,” he suddenly declared.  “Yes, I have something for sale. It is the soul of Lady Ann Erskine. Is there anyone hear that will bid for her soul? Ah, do I hear a bid? Who bids? Satan bids. Satan, what will you give for her soul?” “I will give riches, honor, and pleasure.” “But stop, do I hear another bid? Yes, Jesus Christ bids. Jesus, what will You give for her soul?” ‘I will give eternal life.’ Lady Ann Erskine, you have heard the two bids - which will you take?

Lady Erskine, realizing Christ had purchased her soul with His life’s blood on the Cross, took Him.

Thus we can sing, in the words of this great old hymn, “Jesus paid it all–all to Him I owe.  Sin hath left a crimson stain–He washed it white as snow...”


But REMEMBER...

VI.  WITHOUT CHRIST YOU AND I WILL PAY

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:11-15).
CONCLUSION: Yes, my friends, using the late R. G. Lee’s sermon titled: Pay Day Someday, everyone will receive their just punishment or reward.  What will it be for you?  

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
What will it be for you?  Will you be paid with the wages of sin=death?  Or will it be the Gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord?  The CHOICE is yours!
In the words of one writer... “To reject Christ leads to the most horrible condition a person can know.” For more information on how you can know Jesus, go to www.afterthis.org.
