




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: CALLED TO BE FISHERS OF MEN

SERMON TEXT: Luke 5:1-11
SERMON THESIS: Christians are called upon to make a faith response to Jesus’ commands.

INTRODUCTION: “One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret...”

Read Luke 5:1-3

On this day, Jesus used natural elements in an unexpected way to reveal to His disciples, and to us, a spiritual purpose.  In this message, you will learn what that spiritual purpose was for them, and what that spiritual purpose is for us as well.  First, let’s observe...

I.  THE COMMAND 

“When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch” (Luke 5:4).
The command of Jesus to “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch” (v. 4), was a command with a built-in opportunity.  And so it is with Jesus’ call and command to each of us.  Thus the question for each of us is this ... Will we obey His command and be ready for the opportunity when it comes our way? 

Opportunities are like lightening. They come quickly and unexpectedly.  They disappear just as quickly.  Therefore, will you be ready when lightening strikes? The disciples could have refused to obey Jesus’ command and missed their opportunity by being too caught-up in the washing of their nets.  Sometimes we miss opportunities because, in the words of a poet, “This world is too much with us.”  

Like the disciples’ empty nets, our lives can remain empty and purposeless because we have failed to obey Jesus and seize the opportunity.  I think of what I would have missed had I not responded to Jesus’ call when He called me to preach and become a fisher of men. Think what the disciples would have missed had they not obeyed Jesus. Although they caught a multitude of fish, this miracle was not about fishing, it was about following Jesus, and winning the lost. The spotlight was on the disciples.  Someone has written, “It was His (Jesus) intention that the world see what exceptional people He was producing.”

As believers, the spotlight is on us.  Will we be ready to obey Jesus’ command and seize the opportunity when it comes, so that the world will see what exceptional people our Lord is producing?

Now see...

II.  THE RESPONSE 

“Simon answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets” (Luke 5:5).
Peter made a faith response.  His faith response was not based on the seen, but rather on the unseen.  He could not see the fish in the deep water, but Jesus could.  Is this not the kind of faith the writer of Hebrews talked about, when he said, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen?” (Hebrews 11:1).
According to one writer, “From those who respond with such faith, Jesus picked followers to do what He was doing, become fishers, catching other people for God.”  Did not Jesus say, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men?”(Matthew 4:19).

Reluctantly, Peter, like Jonah of the Old Testament, who was called to go to Nineveh, did as he was commanded.  His reluctance is seen in these words, “But because you say so, I will let down the nets”(v.5).  Reluctant faith is better than no faith.  What will your response be to the call of Jesus to follow Him?  

During our time together as pastor and people, we have witnessed many young men and women responding to the call of God to full-time Christian service to become fishers of men.  What will your response be when Jesus calls you?

Followed by ...

III.  THE RESULTS - What were the results?

“When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink” (Luke 5:6-7).
1. They caught fish - The immediate result was the astonishment of the disciples: Peter, James, and John.  The Bible says ...      

“For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men” (Luke 5:9-10).

Someone has said, “Miracles use natural elements in an unexpected way for a spiritual purpose.”  The fish and the water were already there.  Here Jesus used these natural elements in an unexpected way to accomplish His spiritual purpose.  

2.  They confessed their sins - What was the purpose of this miracle performed by Jesus?  It was not to show the disciples that He was a better fisherman than they were, rather it was to convince them to confess their sin and follow Him.  The Bible says, “When Peter saw this ...”(v. 6).  Saw what?  The miraculous catch of fish, “ ... he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away from me Lord; I am a sinful man!’”(v. 8). Someone has written, “Whatever way God chooses to work in our world to perform miracles, He seeks to lead us to confess our sin and follow Him without reservation.”
3.  They were commissioned to catch men - The Bible says ...

“And so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men” (Luke 5:10).
4.  They committed  their lives to Jesus - The ultimate result was the fact that they followed Jesus...

“When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him” (Luke 5:11).
The disciples confessed their sins and followed Jesus without reservation.  Herein, is the purpose of the miracle.  Thus the question for you and me is this, “Have we left everything and followed Jesus without reservation.”  
It was by the Sea of Tiberias, following Jesus’ resurrection that Peter would be confronted with the challenge of his life, when Jesus asked, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” (John 21:15).

Concerning our ultimate commitment to Jesus, this is the question He ask us, “Do you love me more than these?”  Do you love Me more than life itself?  Do you love Me more than family?  Your possessions?  Your bank account?  Your investments? Do you love me more than these? You fill in the_____________?  Is there anything in your life that you love more than Him? 

About the disciples, the Bible states, “So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed Him”(v. 11).  Discipleship is costly...

Jesus said ...

“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26-27).
If you have left everything to follow Him, then you have understood the purpose of this miracle in Luke 5:1-11.

CONCLUSION: Followship begins with faith.  Faith in the risen, resurrected Lord.  Have you trusted Jesus as your Savior?  If you have trusted Him as your Savior, are you following Him fully.  If not, He is calling you today to be fishers of men.  Will you follow Him?  The choice is yours!
