




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: JESUS: THE WAY TO THE FUTURE

SERMON TEXT: “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way where I am going.” Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:1-6).
SERMON THESIS: Faith in Jesus is the way to the Father.

INTRODUCTION: As we worship God on this 1st Sunday, in January 2006, we can truthfully say, in the words of this hymn, “I know not what the future holds, but I know who hold the future.  It is a secret known only to Him.”  There is no way we can know the future, but we do know who holds the future.  We can know, also, as the title of this sermon suggests, Jesus is the way to the future.  And the good news is, as believers, we have ...

I.  A PLACE IN HIS PLANS.  Jesus said to His disciples, “In my Father’s house are many dwelling places ...”(v. 2).  As believers, there is a place in Jesus’ plans for us.  He was  comforting His disciples in the discourse under our consideration.  You see, they were facing an uncertain future without their Master–their friend.  They must have been frightened not knowing what the future held for them without Jesus.  Jesus took this opportunity to teach them a valuable lesson on trust.  In the words of the late Dr. Adrian Rogers, “Whether we go down (die), or whether we go up (at Jesus’ coming),” we can trust our future to a loving God.  You see, our Lord has plans for us here and now.  He, also, has plans for us in heaven.  In fact, even now as I speak, He is preparing a place for us–a place with many rooms.  No, not as we sometimes sing, “A cabin in the corner of glory land.” No, not a cabin, rather a mansion in heaven.  

Perhaps, some of you may be facing an uncertain future.  It may be illness, financial difficulties, death, are something that you may not even be anticipating.  Regardless of what you may be facing, remember that Jesus has a place for you in His plans.  Your part in these matters is trust.  Jesus will take care of the rest.  

Not only does Jesus have a place in His plans for you, we discover, as well,  in this passage...

Not only do we have a place in His plans, we have been given...

II.  A PROMISE WITH A PURPOSE.  Jesus, likewise said, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also”(v. 3).  I like the way in which Eugene Peterson paraphrases this passage in The Message.  He writes, “There is plenty of room for you in my Father’s house.  If that weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m on my way to get a room ready for you?  And if I’m on my way to get you a room ready; I’ll come back and get you so you can live where I live.”

“If” as it is translated in the KJV conveys a question of doubt–“If I go?”  In a more accurate translation of the Greek text, such as the NASB, renders this phrase, “I go to prepare a place for you ...”  The NIV reads, “I am going there ...”  This is a promise that is steadfast and sure.  Now in retrospect of the words Jesus spoke to His disciples, He has gone to prepare a place for us and, in fact, is preparing (present tense) a place for us.  

It is, then, a promise with a purpose.  What is the purpose?  The purpose is that we will be where He is.  Where is He?  In heaven.  As great as eternal life will be, what makes it even better is that we will be in heaven with God, the Father, forever and ever.  We do not have to wait until we get to heaven to fulfill the purpose God has given us. No not according to the words of Jesus.  He said to His disciples, and to us, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father”(John 14:12).
Finally, we see, a promise with a purpose, would mean very little without ...

III.  A PATHWAY THAT IS PLAIN.  Jesus explained the way about which He was speaking in response to Thomas’ question, when He said, “And you know the way where I am going, Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?’ Jesus said to Him, ‘ I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me”(vv. 4-6).  In essence, Jesus was saying...


1.  Follow Me and I will take you there because “I am the way.” Someone has written,  “Jesus is the road to God.” In the late 90's, while working on my doctorate at Bethel Theological Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, a classmate and I decided we wanted to go to the Mall of America.  We got directions from our fellow classmates and set out on our journey.  Before long, however, we  realize that we had lost our way. Stopping at a place of business to get fresh directions, we met a man leaving the store.  We ask him for directions to the mall.  He paused and then said, “I am on my way to the mall with my family–follow me and I will take you there.”  

It is much easier to find a place where we have never been when we follow a person who has been there before.  Allow me to further illustrate this from Scripture.  In the Old Testament book of Joshua, chapter three, we find Joshua, and the Israelites, about to embark on a journey into the land of Canaan.  In the words of Joshua, their leader, “You have not passed this way before”(Joshua 3:4).  Since they had never passed that way before, they needed a well marked path, or a person, to follow.  Here are the instructions that were given.  The Bible says, “And it came about at the end of three days that the officers went through the midst of the camp; and they commanded the people saying, ‘When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God with the Levitical priest carrying it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it” (Joshua 3:2-3).  

Up until this time, the ark was placed at the center of the camp.  Now the ark is to go before the people.  What you may not realize is that the ark is a type of Jesus in the Old Testament.  Therefore, to follow the ark was to follow Jesus.  What is the truth here for us?  Jesus is the person to follow into the future.  You see, He has been there before.  Here  are three important lessons for you to apply:

1) Focus on a person and follow Him.  Follow Jesus.  When you seen Him move, you move with Him.

2) Be willing to move from your present position.  Allow Jesus to stretch your faith.

3) Be prepared to plot a new course for your life.  He may be leading you on a course never before plotted. 

4) Jesus will lead us down a pathway that is plain.  It was the Psalmist who said,

“Thou wilt make know to me the path of life; In Thy presence is fullness of joy; in Thy right hand there are pleasures forever”(Psalm 16:11).

2.  Follow Me and you will know the truth because “I am the truth.”  Not only is “Jesus the road to God,” “He is the accurate understanding of God.”  Trust is the key to an accurate understanding of God. Jesus comforts His bewildered disciples by saying to them, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in Me”(v. 1). Hear the words, also, that He spoke to Philip ... (Read John 14:8-14).   According to Scripture, it is the truth that sets us free.


3.  Follow Me and you will find life because “I am the life.”  Not only is “Jesus the road to God ... the accurate understanding of God,” “our existence comes from God.”  In Messianic titles from Scripture, Jesus is described as water, bread, light, the door, the good shepherd, the resurrection and the life, and the vine.  
CONCLUSION: You, like myself, do not know what the future holds, but we do know who holds the future.  It is our faith in the Father that will get us where we need to be in 2006. We are admonished in the words of the writer of Proverbs...

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).
1.  TRUST - Who is the object of our trust?  Ans. The Lord! Jesus is the road to God. Trust Him.

2.  LEAN NOT - “On your own understanding ...” Remember, Jesus is the accurate understanding of God.

3.  ACKNOWLEDGE - Acknowledge who?  Him! Our existence comes from God. You can trust Him.

4.  PATHS - “He will direct your paths.”  

Therefore, my friends, remember Jesus is our road to God, and it is God who is in control of our future.  Trust Him!
