




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SERIOUS MINDED FOLLOWER OF CHRIST

SERMON TEXT: “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person” (Colossians 4:2-6).
“Believers should be faithful in prayer and live so that they will attract others to Christ.”

                                      - The Disciple’s Study Bible, p. 1524

INTRODUCTION: In this brief section of Paul’s further remarks to the church at Closse, found in Colossians  4:2-6, he places emphasis on three important areas of the Christian life that must reign supreme.  These areas are: Intercession, Testimony, and Language.  In this message, we will consider these three words in this order.

I.  INTERCESSION: Make prayer a priority, or as Paul puts it, “Devote yourselves to prayer” (v. 2).  Someone else wrote, “We are to be strong in prayer.”  “Why should we make prayer a priority?” You might ask. In response to that question...

   1.  Prayer causes us to be more “watchful and thankful” (v. 1).  About watchfulness, the Psalmist said...

“Heed the sound of my cry for help, my King and my God, for to You I pray. In the morning, O LORD, You will hear my voice; In the morning I will order my prayer to You and eagerly watch” (Psalm 5:2-3).
Paul, likewise associated prayer with watchfulness when he wrote...

“With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18).
In Philippians, Paul prayed with a thankful heart...

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all” (Phil. 1:3-4).
An active prayer life, as indicated in Scripture, causes us to be more watchful to that which is going on around us, and prayer causes us to be more thankful.

   2.  Prayers of intercession open doors.  From a prison cell, Paul encouraged the church at Closse to pray for him.  He wrote...

“And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ for which I am in chains” (Col. 4:3).

In the Book of Acts, Luke gave witness to the effects of intercessory prayer following Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey...

“When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27).
Again, in the Book of Acts, the door to the prison where Peter was kept opened...

“So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God... And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter's side and woke him up, saying, “Get up quickly” And his chains fell off his hands” (Acts 12:5, 7).
“I’ll Open the Gate for You”

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving” 

(Psalm 100:4a - NASB)

Tabay (tuh-BUY) is a beautiful, unreached pueblo in the mountains of Venezuela. Our team had this pueblo on our hearts after one visit. Two groups of volunteers prayed over this town, and everyone wondered what God might be doing.

On an investigative trip around Tabay, we came to a red locked gate meant to keep wanderers like us out. I told my friend, “We need to get through the gate.” I was partly referring to the spiritual barrier that the gate represented.

Weeks later, my family traveled to Tabay to prayerwalk. We asked God to guide us. While there, a friendly man approached us with a microphone. He wanted to interview the “strangers” for the radio.

Our new radio friend knew almost everyone in town and was more than willing to introduce us. He even agreed to play some Bible stories on the radio. Then God chose to bless us in an even more special way. 

Our radio friend wanted us to meet the president of the local farmers’ association. After a 20-minute drive on mountain roads, we cam to a red locked gate. It was the very gate I had seen before! Getting out of the car, our new friend simply stated, “I’ll open the gate for you.”
God cleared the path for us to join His work in this area. A Bible study started with the farmers behind that gate, and now the president of the farmers association, the “gatekeepeer,” has accepted Jesus. 

Gates and doors open by prayer.
-Tom, South America

From “Voices of the Faithful” - Complied by Beth Moore

Paul made specific requests of the church while he was in prison, but he was looking beyond his immediate situation to future opportunities of proclaiming the gospel...

“Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command. May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ” (2 Thess. 3:1-5).
Like Paul, I am looking beyond my present situation and counting on the prayers of intercession that are already going up on my (our) behalf, that doors of opportunity will be opened in India, for us to proclaim the gospel.  Just this past week, I receive this encouraging email from missionary to India, Dr. Rebekah Naylor.  In this email she wrote,

Dear Benny and Carolyn, It is great to hear from you.  So many are praying for you. I go to church at Travis Avenue here in Fort Worth and am in a mission prayer group.  They are praying.  And my Sunday School is praying ... Then you are appearing each month on the hospital prayer calendar so your soon-to-be new friends and colleagues in Bangalore are praying for you too.

As Paul encouraged the saints at Closse, I encourage you to do likewise...

“And pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak” (Ephesians 6:19-20).
In the words of Eugene Peterson, paraphrasing Colossians 4:5, in The Message, he wrote, “Pray that every time I open my mouth I’ll be able to make Christ plain as day to them.”  This was Paul’s request and it is mine as well.

Not only does prayer open doors to share the gospel, as you will now see, your testimony, and mine, opens doors of opportunity to share the gospel as well...

II.  TESTIMONY: Be wise in your behavior toward persons who are outside the Christian faith.  Again, in the words of Paul, “Be wise in the way you act toward others” (v. 5).  Peterson says it like this, “Use your heads as you live and work among outsiders.  Don’t miss a trick.”  How?

1.  Treat others as you yourself want to be treated.  In other words, practice the Golden Rule.  

“In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12).
2.  Make the most of every opportunity.  It was the Apostle Peter who wrote...

“But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame” (I Peter 3:15-16).
One writer said it like this, “A godly life leaves a clear testimony for Jesus Christ that will open doors of opportunities to share the gospel of Christ.  We should so live and seize those witnessing opportunities.”  Many of which will come to us in the area of relational evangelism.  A good definition is this, “Relational evangelism involves communicating the good news of salvation through relationships.”  Relationships that are built on a solid Christian testimony.  

As seen in the next area of instructions, the way we speak can enhance or destroy our Christian witness, i.e., testimony.  

Finally, then, consider with me...

III.  LANGUAGE: Be gracious as you engage others in meaningful conversation.  Paul said it like this ...

“Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person” (Col. 4:6).
1.  The way we speak should always be filled with grace.  “The goal,” according to Peterson’s paraphrase of verse six, “is to bring out the best in others in a conversation, not put them down, or cut them out.”  It was the Apostle Paul who said...

“Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear” (Eph. 4:29).
“But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth” (Col. 3:8).
Note, the word “unwholesome.”  In the original Greek, it means “rotten,” or “gutter talk”  if you please.  Two men were talking.  One of them was using gutter talk.  The one who was listening, said to the man speaking, “I know where you come from!”  The man paused and asked, “Where?”  The man replied, “The bathroom!”  Another man was getting ready to tell an off-color joke, looking around, he said that there are no ladies present... Before he could speak, however, a man spoke up and said, “Sir!  There are gentlemen present!”  The joke was never told.

Dear Lord, I pray...               

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).
2.  May our language be filled with grace and seasoned with salt (v. 6).  What does salt do?  It purifies.  It preserves.  It adds taste. I like the way in which this commentator commented on this verse.  He writes...

“Take the high road for your conversation... Everyone is edified, and such a route indicates the quality of your relationship with God.”  He goes on to add, “Gracious language shows more care for others than for self. Seasoned language is mature, thoughtful, and helpful.”
I am presently reading a book by authors Patterson, Grenny, McMillian, and Switzler, titled: Crucial Conversations: Tools for Talking When the Stakes are High. Needless to say, stakes could not be higher than they are when we are speaking to someone concerning their salvation.

CONCLUSION: Are you a serious minded follower of Christ? If not, hopefully, and prayerfully, these instructions will help you move up to the high road of Christian living and help you to become a person of tremendous Christian influence.  If you do not know Jesus, the best instructions and advice that I can give you is this–turn to Jesus now for your salvation.

