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SERMON TITLE: THE RESURRECTION: FACT OR FICTION?
SERMON TEXT: “He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying” (Matt. 28:6).
SERMON THESIS: Jesus is alive!
INTRODUCTION: As I shared with you in my newsletter article last week, there is  “...much debate and doubt that He (Jesus) is alive today”.  After His crucifixion by the Roman government, Jesus was buried in a cave near Jerusalem.  But, within a few days His body disappeared from the tomb.  Even though it was guarded by dozens of soldiers specifically prepared to prevent anyone from stealing the body, it just disappeared.(  

As believers, we know what happened to the body of Jesus, but can we convince a God-forsaking, God-rejecting world that God raised Him up from the dead?  And that He lives today?  Perhaps not, but we should never cease trying.  Nor should we ever cease telling the resurrection story as told by the inspired writers of Scripture.  The retelling of the story, and the retracing of the events that led up to the resurrection of Jesus, reaffirms our faith, and strengthens our resolve to go and tell others, like the disciples of old, that Jesus is alive.  For you see, there are some who will believe.  

Therefore, in the retracing of the events that led up to the resurrection of Jesus, on that Easter Sunday morning, let us return for a brief moment to consider…
I.  GETHSEMANE: THE PLACE OF AGONY

“Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? “Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners” (Matthew 26:36-45). 
The hymn writer who wrote, “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” invites us to return ... “Go,” he says, “to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the tempter(s power.  Your Redeemer(s conflict see; 
Watch with Him one bitter hour; Turn not from His griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.(  

On a Sunday morning, in 2000, Carolyn and I had the privilege to (Go to dark Gethsemane,( and while there in the garden we found a quiet place to kneel and pray.  We we’re reminded, however, that Gethsemane is no longer dark, because since Jesus agonized there in prayer the resurrection has occurred.  In Gethsemane, nevertheless, we learn of Jesus( prayer life.

1.  He agonized in the flesh.  In the words of the Gospel writer, Luke...

“And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground” (Luke 22:44).
Note the phrases, He agonized with “loud crying and tears” and “His sweat became like drops of blood.”
2.  In His agony, He prayed to the Father. 

What did His prayer include:

1) He prayed for Himself... (Remove this cup from Me.(
2) He prayed unselfishly... (Yet not My will, but Thine be done.(
3) He prayed for you and me. 
 “In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety” (Hebrews 5:7).
‘Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12).
He was agonizing with the Father, on our behalf, for our salvation.  He did not want to die, but He was willing to die for you and me.  Set the picture in the words of this hymn, (I saw one hanging on a tree in agony and blood.  He fixed His longed eyes on me, as near the Cross I stood.  Oh!  Can it be upon a tree a Savior died for Me?  My soul is filled, my heart is thrilled to think He died for me.(  

Someone wrote, (In Gethsemane and on the Cross, prayer is at its highest.  Such prayers are momentous in the life of the spirit.  These are the prayers that lay a mighty hold upon God.( And now a TRUTH for you and me.  In light of Jesus( agony in Gethsemane, our prayer ought to be, (Lord teach us to pray,( as you prayed in Gethsemane.

From Gethsemane, in our retracing of the events that led to the resurrection, we will go now to remember…
II. GOLGOTHA: A PLACE OF ATONEMENT

“Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him. They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head. After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. As they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear His cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull, they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink” (Matthew 27:27-34). 
Continuing in the retelling of the story, the hymn writer invites us... (Calvary(s mournful  mountain climb; There adoring at His feet, Mark the miracle of time, God(s own sacrifice complete: It is finished!  Hear Him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.(  It was at a place just outside old Jerusalem, in the words of the Gospel writer Matthew, (A place called Golgotha (a place of a skull),( where we learn of Jesus( atoning, substitutionary, sacrificial, vicarious, death.  

Golgotha is the place where Jesus atoned (at-one-ment) for your sins and mine.  We often sing that old hymn that asks a most important question: (What can wash away my sins?(
Does not the Bible say, (Without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness( (Hebrews 9:22).
Speaking of shedding of blood, (Blood sacrifices are a real part of life in South Asia (where Carolyn and I are going as medical missionaries). Every year to commemorate Abraham(s willingness to sacrifice his son, Muslims offer sacrifices in an effort to please God.  Goats, cows and the occasional camel are herded through the city and taken to stockyards to be inspected by potential buyers.  Only those animals without blemish are considered worthy.(   
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Missionaries to South Asia, tell the story of how they were invited to a friend(s home.  It was a somber atmosphere in which they found themselves as worshipers sought to earn one step closer to heaven.  The missionaries were given special food while they waited for the sacrifice.  It was after the men returned from the mosque, that they were led to the place of the sacrifice.  The missionaries described what they saw in most vivid terms as they made their way to the place of the sacrifice.  Animals lay along side the path with their throats cut and blood flowing freely on the ground.  The stench, they related was horrible.  In their own words, (Blood and the stench of death was everywhere.  Men, women and children looked on eagerly as the animals were slaughtered.  The men doing the slaughtering chanted in Arabic, (God is great, God is great.(  

Oh! My dear friends, the sacrifice has been made, the price has been paid ... (Jesus paid it all.  All to Him I owe.  Sin hath left a crimson stain(He washed it white as snow.(  

(Atone( means in the Hebrew, (to cover.(  The atoning death of Jesus, on the Cross, has covered our sins.  Words and phrases like, (Lamb of God,( (Ransom,( and (Redemption,(
help to clarify what the atoning death of Jesus on the cross really meant and what it means for us today.

Golgotha is the place God chose to reveal His redemptive plan.  Golgotha is the place where Jesus atoned for the sins of the world.  It was at Golgotha, we might say, in the words of this hymn, (Jesus looked beyond our fault and saw our need.(  Seeing our need, He did something about it.  He died for you and me.

Thus, we come, finally, in our retelling of the story, and retracing of the events that led to the resurrection to behold…
III. THE GRAVE: A PLACE OF AFFIRMATION

“Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. “He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying” (Matthew 28:1-6).
Arriving at the grave, we are encouraged by the hymn writer with these words ... (Early hasten to the tomb where they laid His breathless clay; All is solitude and gloom; Who hath taken Him away?  Christ is risen! He meets our eyes: Savior teach us to rise.( 

(Affirmation,( according to Webster is (a positive declaration.(  Needless to say, there were many positive declarations made about the resurrection.

1.  The empty tomb affirms His bodily resurrection…
“The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying” (Matthew 28:5-6).
The phrase, (Where He was lying( says it all.(  Carolyn and I have stood where, it is believed, He was lying, or where He once lay.  This is an event in the past that has its reality in the present.
2.  The disciples made a positive declaration about His resurrection...
3.  What about the affirmation of a personal experience...
“Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed” (John 20:29).
CONCLUSION: The Resurrection: Fact or Fiction?  You decide!  Barrowing a phrase from Joshua of old, (As for me and my house we accept the facts and receive, by faith, that the resurrection is true.(  What about you?  The choice is yours.
For more information on how to receive eternal life go to: www.greenwoodbaptistchurch.com 
