




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: FINDING GOD’S WAY THROUGH A SIN POLLUTED WORLD
SERMON TEXT: “He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy”(Proverbs 28:13).

Focal Passage - Psalm 51
SERMON THESIS: “Reconciliation with God opens the way for God’s saving actions.”
INTRODUCTION: Today I want to speak to you on a subject that is no longer politically correct in some pulpits across America. A subject that is not seeker friendly in many churches.  A subject, if ignored, will continue to bring havoc, pain, suffering, and unwanted consequences into the lives of everyone it touches, and if not confessed and repented of it will have eternal consequences as well.  It is the subject of SIN.  

King David was affected by this malady in his life, like all of us, and lived to suffer the pain and consequences of this deadly enemy.  It was not until he came to himself, like the Prodigal in Luke 15, that he discovered the grace, mercy, and forgiveness of a loving God. His confrontation with this deadly enemy unfolds, and was dealt with, in Psalm 51.   

Therefore, as witnessed in the life of David, let’s learn some valuable truths about sin’s devastation  in order that we may avoid the pitfalls of this most unpopular subject. A subject,  basically ignored in our post-modern, humanistic, secular, 

relativistic society.  A society in which it is being espoused that there is no absolute truth.  

First, we will consider ...

I.  THE THREEFOLD MEANING OF SIN DEFINED - After a time of groping in the darkness and devastation of sin, finding no relief from sin’s guilt, David took his need to his God.  Hear his appeal...

“HAVE mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion”(v. 1).

As David discovered, and so must we, God’s forgiveness is based on His “unfailing love” toward us.  Because God loves us, He has mercy upon us.  Mercy is what God gives us in place of what we deserve.  In His mercy, according to the Psalmist, “He has not dealt with us according to our sins. Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities”(Ps. 103:10). In his forgiveness, He is a just Judge, tempering judgement with mercy.

In David’s appeal for mercy, He asked God to do three things for him in light of the sins he had committed.  In his appeal, we observe, first, however, the three types of sin he had committed.  They are listed here in his appeal.  They are...

1.  Transgressions = Transgression means to cross over the line of God’s moral law. David had crossed over.  He had broken God’s moral law by committing adultery with 

another man’s wife (Ref. 2 Samuel 11:1ff.).  Concerning transgression, it was the Prophet Isaiah who wrote...

“For our transgressions are multiplied before You, and our sins testify against us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities” (Isaiah 59:12).
2.  Iniquity = Iniquity means moral crookedness.  Not only had David committed adultery with another man’s wife.  In an attempt to cover up his sin, he committed murder by having, Uriah, the husband of Bathsheba, killed.  

3. Sin = Sin is defined in the Greek as missing the mark. David had certainly missed the mark in his unrighteous acts against others.  Not only had he sinned against Uriah and Bathsheba, ultimately, he sinned against God. David acknowledges this fact in his prayer of repentance, when he said, “Against You, You only, have I sinned” (v. 4). Every sin you and I commit is against a loving God.  

Not only do we observe the threefold meaning of sin in this passage, we observe as well...

II.  THE THREEFOLD MEANS OF DEALING WITH SIN- In David’s appeal to God for mercy, he asked God to do three things where his sin was concerned.  He asked God to...  

1.  Blot out - “blot out my transgressions” (v. 1).  David prayed, “Hide your face from my sin, and blot out all my iniquity” (Ps. 51:9).  Once David’s sins were blotted out, he would then be able to speak of the blessedness of forgiveness...

“How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered! How blessed is the man to whom 

the LORD does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit!” (Psalm 32:1-2).
2.  Wash away - “Wash away all my iniquities” (v. 2) He prayed, “Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow” (v. 7).  

3.  Cleanse - “...cleanse me from all my sin” (v. 2).  He prayed, “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean” (v. 7).  “hyssop” was used in the Old Testament. The Hebrew word for “hyssop” literally means “unsin.” Note: “Hyssop” was used in ritual cleansing of persons healed of Leprosy.

“Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and take for yourselves lambs according to your families, and slay the Passover lamb. You shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two doorposts; and none of you shall go outside the door of his house until morning. For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to smite you” (Exodus 12:21-23).
The question we need to ask, in the words of that great old hymn, is this, “What can wash away my sin?”  Then the answer, “Nothing but the blood–nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 
As a commentary on this Old Testament passage, we go to Paul’s writings in the New Testament to discover the “hyssop” that cleanses us from sin - the blood of Jesus.

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation” (Romans 5:8-11).
The threefold means of God’s dealing with our sins in the New Testament, is the Death, Burial, and glorious resurrection, of His Son, Jesus.  He has blotted out, washed away, and cleansed us of our sins. Thus we can sing, “Jesus paid it all - All to Him I owe. Sin hath left a crimson stain - He washed it white as snow.”
David goes one step beyond cleansing and forgiveness, he prays, “Create (O.T.  Hebrew bara - Genesis 1:1), in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me” (v. 10).  Concerning this whole idea, of the creation of a new heart, one writer said, “Spiritual miracles are far more amazing than those concerning the physical universe.  Forgiving, renewing, and redeeming the human personality is one of God’s great creative acts.”

This is what God does for each of us when we confess and repent of our sin; asking God for forgiveness.  Concerning our transgressions, the Psalmist has written, “As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us” (Ps. 103:12).

The threefold means of God dealing with our sins, lends itself quite naturally to...

III.  THE OVERALL MESSAGE OF DELIVERANCE AND RECONCILIATION
As seen in the repentance of David...
1.  Response of godly sorrow - We like David, must respond to the Holy Spirit’s  conviction of our sin, out of a heart of godly sorrow.  David said...

“For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me” (Psalm 51:3).
David was not only sorry that he got caught in his sin (remorse).  He was sorry that he had broken the heart of God (repentance).  

2.  Readiness to confess - Once convicted and convinced that he had sinned against God, he acknowledged that fact...

“Against You, You only, I have sinned and done what is are justified when You speak and blameless when You judge” (Psalm 51:4).You evil in Your sight, so that
We are cleansed from all our sin, when we like David, confess our sins...

“If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:8-9).If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
3.  Repentance experienced - Someone has written, “Sin forgiven is sin forsaken.”  This is what true repentance does.  We forsake our sin.  This is true repentance.

4.  Forgiveness Received - David readily received God’s forgiveness.

5.  Relationship Restored - His relationship was restored ...

“Restore to me the willing spirit” (Psalm 51:12).joy of Your salvation and sustain me with a 
6.  Rejoicing over the restoration - David rejoiced, like the Prodigal of Luke 15, when restoration came...

“In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10).
7.  Readiness to witness - Now David was ready to witness ...

“Then I will converted to You” (Psalm 51:13).be teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will 
I like the way in which one writer put it, “Evangelists are forgiven sinners.”  He goes on to say, “We confess our sins before witnessing to others.”
CONCLUSION:

“He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion” (Proverbs 28:13).
For a long period of time, according to Psalm 32, David had concealed his sin and suffered the consequences ...

“When I kept silent about my sin, vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah” (Psalm 32:3-4).Your hand was heavy upon me; My groaning all day long. For day and night my body wasted away through my 
But when he confessed his sin, he found mercy and forgiveness...

“I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah” (Psalm 32:5).I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; and You did not hide; I said, “
In light of this message, may I ask, Are you concealing your sins?  If so, Will you confess and renounce them now and find mercy and forgiveness?  This is God’s way for you to find peace and prosperity through a sin polluted world.  The choice is yours!! Remember this - “Reconciliation with God opens the way for God’s saving actions.”

To find out more on this subject go to www.afterthis.org.
