




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: “SEARCHING FOR HOPE IN THE WAKE OF KATRINA”

SERMON TEXT: Psalm 71:1-24
SERMON THESIS: Our hope in this life and in the life to come rests in the Sovereign Lord.

INTRODUCTION: I would imagine that all of you, by now, have witnessed on television and through other news media, the devastation that was left in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, in New Orleans, and across other areas of the Gulf Shores.  You have seen the hopelessness and helplessness revealed in the faces of the victims, and heard their cry for help.  According to the latest reports, this is the worst disaster to take place in the history of the United States.  In the midst of it all, however, there is a desperate search for hope in the wake of Katrina.  Perhaps, hope, is now the greatest need in the lives of a large segment of suffering humanity in America, in this area devastated by Katrina.  Needless to say, when hope is lost, all is lost.  The question is, however, is there hope for the hopeless?  I submit to you that there is.  Let’s try and answer this question in this message titled: “Searching for Hope in the Wake of Katrina,” based on Psalm 71.

In this Psalm, we have a prayer of deliverance in an old man’s life.  He has grown old in years and is looking back in retrospect of his life as he faces new challenges in his old age. Let me hasten to say, however, this could be a prayer of any person at any age as they face difficult circumstances.  As this Psalm unfolds, we will follow the progression of an old man’s prayer, that he prayed out of desperation, but ends on the highest note of praise.

I.  A CRY FOR HELP - It would seem that the Psalmist was under attack from his enemies, but in his desperation; cries out to the Lord with confident hope.  His hope was based on a life time relationship with God, that had begun in his youth.  Apparently, as in Ecclesiastes, he had “Remembered his creator in the days of his youth”(Eccl. 12:1 paraphrase). Let’s hear his confident prayer of hope as he cries out to the Lord for help.

“In You, O LORD, I have taken refuge;Let me never be ashamed. In Your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; Incline Your ear to me and save me. Be to me a rock of habitation to which I may continually come;You have given commandment to save me, for You are my rock and my fortress. Rescue me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, out of the grasp of the wrongdoer and ruthless man” (Psalm 71:1-4).
The Psalmist goes on to pray...

“Do not cast me off in the time of old age; Do not forsake me when my strength fails” (Psalm 71:9).
“O God, do not be far from me;O my God, hasten to my help!” (Psalm 71:12).
Someone has said, “God is the refuge of His saints in their old age.”  I might add, God is a refuge of His saints at any age.  Someone put it like this, “He is a safe place to hide.”  This is why it is so important for us to develop a relationship with God, through His Son, Jesus, while we are young, so that when the storms of life come we will have a refuge in Him.  

Now, let’s move in our thoughts to this past week...

Time and time again, I have been moved emotionally, as Carolyn and I, sat in front of the television and heard the victims, in New Orleans, who were caught and trapped in the wake of hurricane Katrina, cry out for help.  I have prayed for them and wept with them since the terrible tragedy began.  After five days without food, water, medical supplies, in harms way from gangs in the city, disease, and the like, hope for many of the victims is fading rapidly.  For many all hope is lost, that is in this life, and in eternity, if they did not know Jesus.  The body of a old lady sits lifeless against a wall, in a wheel chair, covered with a blanket, in the super dome.  A note is attached to her for the next of ken.  All hope for her is gone.  Those who are still alive and trapped in, seemingly a hopeless situation, continue to cry out, like the Psalmist for help.  For many of the survivors, their cry for help has been heard, and help is on the way.  Needless to say, our God is still in the rescue business.  For those who did not make it, if they knew Jesus as their Savior, they have been indeed delivered.

The Lord heard the Psalmists’ cry for help and delivered him.  Thus his cry for help gave way to...

II.  A CONFESSION OF HOPE - In his confession of hope, he spoke in terms of his deliverance in...

      1.  The past...

“For You are my hope; O Lord GOD, You are my confidence from my youth. By You I have been sustained from my birth;You are He who took me from my mother's womb; My praise is continually of You” (Psalm 71:5-6).
His hope was on going in...

      2.  The present...

“I will always have hope” (NIV).

“But as for me, I will hope continually, and will praise You yet more and more. My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness and of Your salvation all day long; For I do not know the sum of them. I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD; I will make mention of Your righteousness, Yours alone. O God, You have taught me from my youth, and I still declare Your wondrous deeds. And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, until I declare Your strength to this generation,Your power to all who are to come” (Psalm 71:14-18).
His hope in the Sovereign God, looked to...

      3.  The future...

“For Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens, You who have done great things; O God, who is like You? You who have shown me many troubles and distresses will revive me again, and will bring me up again from the depths of the earth. May You increase my greatness and turn to comfort me” (Psalm 71:19-21).
Having witnessed the rescue and deliverance of God, first hand, the Psalmist could ask...

“Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why are you disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him, the help of my countenance and my God” (Psalm 43:5).

“And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You” (Psalm 39:7).
“Remember the word to Your servant, in which You have made me hope” (Psalm 119:49).

“O Israel, hope in the LORD From this time forth and forever” (Psalm 131:3).
A mother was reunited with her daughter and grandchild after being separated from them during the storm.  Three days later, shown in a embrace with her daughter and grandchild, she was making her confession of hope.  She said in essence, “God did not forget us!”  As she learned, in the language of Scripture, hope, even though delayed does not disappoint. Or as Paul wrote in Romans...

“And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:5).
“Rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer” (Romans 12:12).
An important question for us to ask, Is there hope for the hurting?  Is there hope for the hurting who are victims of the hurricane?  Will many of them, like the Psalmist, and the lady who was reunited with her family, after being caught in the hurricane, and now searching for hope in its wake, will they one day have a confession of hope?  The answer is a definite “yes” if they put their hope in Jesus.

Let’s see what Scripture says...

Job knew where to put his confident hope...

“Though He slay me, I will hope in Him. Nevertheless I will argue my ways before Him” (Job 13:15).
Paul speaks of the hope of salvation...

“But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation” (I Thess. 5:8).
In Paul’s letter to Titus, he speaks in terms of hope as eternal life...

“So that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:7).
Paul talks about the hope of glory in his letter to the Colossians...

“To whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the  hope of glory”(Col. 1:27).
It was the song writer who put it like this–“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus Christ and His righteousness.  I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but forever trust in His dear name ...”

Do you like the Psalmist, have a confession of hope?  If you could speak with the suffering who are searching for hope in the wake of Katrina, what would you tell them?

Finally, the Psalmists’ deliverance was ...

III.  A CAUSE TO SING HALLELUJAH - If the Psalmist had know the Hallelujah Chorus (from the Messiah), following his deliverance from his enemies, I believe he would have sung it.  Sing he did, however.  Hear his song ...

“I will also praise You with a harp, even Your truth, O my God; to You I will sing praises with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. My lips will shout for joy when I sing praises to You; and my soul, which You have redeemed. My tongue 
also will utter Your righteousness all day long; For they are ashamed, for they are humiliated who seek my hurt” (Psalm 71:22-24).

One writer said, “Proclaiming God’s saving acts is a central act of worship.”  He goes on to say, “God wants believers to tell the masses the wondrous deeds of the Lord.  The ‘joy’ of the Lord’ is not only our strength (Nehemiah 8:10); it is the motivation of our evangelization to all people.”  My salvation, and yours, is a cause to sing hallelujah (to highest word for praise) in any language.  Not only do I sing His praises for His deliverance in the past.  I sing His praises for His deliverance in the present, and in the future.  Why?  Because my hope is in Him.

CONCLUSION: You and I were spared from the effects of the recent hurricane that showed no mercy on the inhabitants of the eastern seaboard.  We may not be in a storm now, but we can be sure that the storms of life will come. The question we need to ask–Will we be searching for hope in the wake of our storm?  Or will we go into the storm knowing that whether or not we survive physically, we will flourish spiritually? Why? Because our confident hope, like the Psalmist, is in the Sovereign Lord.

